The First Sunday of Advent

In-person and Livestream Eucharist
November 28, 2021 at 10:30am

Please enter the sanctuary quietly and take a seat.
Note: The microphone is live at 10:20 and conversations will be recorded.

Opening Hymn #66


Come, thou long expected Jesus

Opening Acclamation
Presider
People

Blessed are you, holy and living One.
You come to your people and set them free.

The Presider introduces the Eucharist informally.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
A child/youth is invited to light the first candle on the Advent wreath as we sing a verse of
“Lo, how a rose e’er blooming”

The children and youth gather up front for a blessing as they head off to Community of
Wonder (C.O.W.).
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Trisagion (sung three times)

#S102

The Collect of the Day
Presider
People
Presider

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor
of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us
in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Word of God
The people are seated.

The Reading



Jeremiah 33:14-16

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness
in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is
the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 25:1-9
All remain seated as we say the Psalm antiphonally
To you, O God, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
Show me your ways, O God, *
and teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.
Remember, O God, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O God.
Gracious and upright are you; *
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
You guide the humble in doing right *
and teach your way to the lowly.
All your paths are love and faithfulness *
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.
© Order of Saint Helena, used by permission
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The Gospel 

Luke 21:25-36

The People stand as they are able.
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power
and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly
I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap.
For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times,
praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place,
and to stand before the Son of Man.”
The Gospel of our Savior.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

The Rev. Beth Lind Foote

A period of silence is kept.
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Nicene Creed

From Enriching our Worship

The People stand as they are able as we say together.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

6

Prayers of the People
Deacon
People
Leader

People
Leader
People
Leader

People
Leader

People
Leader
People
Leader

People
Presider

God of many names, God beyond all names; the beginning and the end of
every story, the meaning of every life; infinite Mystery both hidden and
revealed:
Hear us when we pray to you.
Blessed are You who join us together in the communion of Christ’s Body.
Renew and energize your holy Church, in this parish and throughout the
world, that we may be a resurrection people, manifesting your steadfast love
in our common life of praise and service.
Hear us when we pray to you.
O perfect Wisdom, direct and rule the hearts of the leaders and shapers of
society, raise up prophets of justice and peace, and empower your people for
the holy vocation of repairing the world.
Hear us when we pray to you.
O Deliverer, You unlock every door and make a way where there is no way.
Set free all who are afflicted or distressed in body, mind or spirit, especially
those on our parish prayer list including The Robinson family, The Esgar
family, Helaina, Fran, Tracy Murray; Loriann, Chris, Trevor and Riley; and those
we now name ... [pause] Resurrect their hope, grant them peace and
refreshment, and restore their joy.
Hear us when we pray to you.
O compassionate One, hold us in your mercy: heal the sick, mend the broken,
protect the vulnerable, shelter the refugee, strengthen the weary, rescue the
lost, and give courage to all who struggle and safeguard those who live in the
shadow of violence and death. We pray especially for those who have died,
including John Robinson and those we now name [pause]
Hear us when we pray to you.
O Lover of souls, when we wander far away, lead us back to You; when we
refuse your embrace, do not give up on us; when we forget You, do not
forget us.
Hear us when we pray to you.
God who has come, God who does come, God who is yet to come: Make us
an Advent people, ready and alert to welcome and receive You in the
stranger’s face, the loving act, the moment of grace, the presence of healing,
the birth of possibility, the gift of wonder. Let every heart prepare You room.
Hear us when we pray to you.
O Emmanuel, God-with-us, You show us the face of divinity, and reveal the
fullness of our humanity. Come: renew your creation, restore us all in Christ,
and enable us to become who we are, your faithful and loving people. We
pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

adapted from https://www.episcopalcafe.com/looking-for-new-prayers-for-advent/

The Confession
Deacon
Let us confess our sins to God.
All
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
Presider
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Presider
People

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

Please remain in your pew while we exchange a touch-less peace.

Announcements and Blessings
A Prayer for Birthdays
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever
they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your peace which passes
understanding abide all the days of their lives;through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Prayer for Anniversaries
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these
your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and
patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Holy Communion
The Presider says
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

Ephesians 5:2
The People stand as they are able to sing the Offertory Hymn.

Offertory Hymn #58
Lo, he comes with clouds ascending



As a precaution, no in-person offering will be collected at this time. Please continue to make
contributions via electronic payment or by mailing checks to the parish office.

The Great Thanksgiving 

Enriching Our Worship, Eucharistic Prayer

The People stand as they are able.
Presider God be with you.
People
And also with you.
Presider
People

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Presider
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Presider
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing.
You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against
you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not
forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through
eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:

Sanctus #S125, A Community Mass

Richard Proulx (b. 1937)
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Presider
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of
sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary,
your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the
sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete
upon the cross the sacrifice of his life,and to be glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread,
gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it
to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your
new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of
time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation,
to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Presider
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem: Agnus Dei, A community Mass

Richard Proulx

Presider
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Wherever you find yourself on your spiritual journey, you are welcome to share Communion
(or receive a blessing in which case, please cross your arms in front of your chest as a sign to
the minister). If you need gluten-free bread, it will be provided.
The Minister will bring the Eucharist (in the form of bread only) to you. Please remain in
your place. Hold out your hands and the Minister will place the wafer in your hands; you may
lower your mask to consume the bread.

Postcommunion Prayer
The People stand as they are able.
Presider and People
God of abundance,
you have fed us
with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us
with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one
with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
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Blessing
Presider
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before
your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Final Hymn #497 

How bright appears the morning star
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Dismissal
The Deacon (when present) or the Presider dismisses the congregation with these or other
suitable words.
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People
Thanks be to God.
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Thank you for attending our service today. We ask you to follow the guidelines to
protect yourself and those around you.
Entering the sanctuary:
• Please wear your mask while inside the church.
• Pick up a bulletin.
• Please make use of the hand sanitization stations.
• The pews are spaced appropriately for social distancing.
• Please take your bulletin with you to deposit in the recycling bin as you exit, or take
home as you wish.
During the service:
• Feel free to respond verbally during the service.
• The Congregation will join the Cantor in singing the service music and hymns.
Receiving the Eucharist:
• We will distribute the Eucharist (bread only) to all who wish to partake.
• The Presider/Eucharistic Minister will come to you in your place.
Final notes:
We realize that we have more rules than normal, but our intent is to protect you and your
family. If you have any suggestions, feel free to let us know.
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